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Donation by Brian Finch – Pontiac, Buick, GMC Ltd. 
 

The Merrymount Children's Centre has had a long and valued relationship with the 
Finch family and this past spring their generosity came to the fore again.  They 

donated a new van to the Centre and unveiled it at our Forest City National 
Merrymount Golf Spectacular. 

This amazing van will enable us to take the children on many community outings 
and activities.  We value our continued relationship with the Finch family and thank 

them for their thoughtfulness to Merrymount and the children. 
 

Merrymount Children's Centre Embarks 
On An Ambitious Research  Study 

 
An Economic Evaluation of Service Utilization and 
Outcomes For Families and Children At Risk:  Over 
the next 3 years Merrymount will be conducting an 
extensive research study that will determine if the 

provision of services and supports to families 
identified as “at risk” (but not in need of Child 

Welfare protection) produces both positive outcomes 
for these families and an economic benefit to our 

community.  Established standardized scales will be 
used to measure outcomes.  The measurement of 

social service and income support use will be used to 
measure the net societal benefit.  This information 

will be netted against the total cost of assisting these 
families.  Pre and Post testing and the use of a 

control group will be used in this study. 
The research team will include Dr. Paul Whitehead, 

Dr. Gina Browne, Graham Clyne and staff from 
Merrymount, which will include, Laura Dunlop-Dibbs, 

Helen Sleaford, Teresa Liwosz, Lynne Collins and 
Virginia Rutledge. 

Donors to date include, the Provincial Centre of 
Excellence for Child and Youth Mental Health, RBC 
Foundation, The Sisters of St. Joseph’s and The 

Ministry of Community and Social Services.  We are 
looking forward to the challenges that lay ahead on 

this endeavor. 
 

 

Renovations Are Complete 
 
When we began working with our architect on a new design for the second 
floor, the challenge was to create an environment that would be a tool for 

the child, staff and program development, a design that would enhance the 
program and the effectiveness of all the activities that take place on the 

second floor. 
The second floor already accommodated our infant care program and our 
residential program for all ages up to 12.   It also was the only available 

area of the building to provide space to meet the growing need for 
interactive parent coaching and education.  Keeping in mind the multiple 
uses of the second floor and the mixed age grouping we had to consider 
many different kinds of spaces, from intimate spaces for infants and their 
care-givers, to group activity areas that promote socialization for school 

aged children. 
Having the right kind of space peaks interests, and it provides an 

atmosphere that encourages families, children and staff to become involved 
in the programming, the physical environment and each other.  It also was 
important that the area promote a feeling of security, because it is one of 

the keys to the formation of a healthy sense of self.  The renovation needed 
to be a tool for areas that can be of multi-purpose as well as bedrooms that 

provide a sense of autonomy. 
Now that the renovations are complete and we are settling into the new 

space, we are very happy with the transformation.  It is our hope that the 
second floor will meet all of our goals of encouraging active engagement, 

extended play and pro social interactions as well as bring a sense of 
comfort, peacefulness and ease for the children who are spending time 

away from their own homes. 

Merrymount Enhances Its Relationship with Elgin County 
 

Over this past year, Merrymount has extended its delivery of programs and 
services to the families of Elgin in St. Thomas and Elgin County.  In 2001, 

Merrymount began providing Supervised Access to the county. This past year we 
have strengthened our relationship with Family and Children’s Services by 

providing hands-on parenting in the homes of some of the families they are 
involved with.  Our All Kid’s Belong program has been invited into Elgin County 
to support the inclusion of children with physical, emotional, developmental and 
behavioral challenges in community childcare programs, nursery schools, Ontario 

Early Years Centres, and before and after school programs.  Merrymount has 
worked very closely to support the work of Wraparound in Elgin and is also 

sitting as an active member of the Coordinating Council Child and Youth In Elgin.  
We are pleased with our new relationships and look forward to our continued 

work with the families and services of Elgin. 
 



               Merrymount Children’s Centre 
Sources of Revenue - $5,908,995 

For the year ended March 31, 2006 
 

                  

 Government                 $ 4,264,539 

Merrymount Fdn         $ 1,016,996 

Contracted Services    $    444,583 

Other                            $    182,877 
 

        

 

72%

17% 

8% 3% 

 

 

Merrymount Children’s Centre 
Expenditures - $5,908,995 

For the year ended March 31, 2006 
 

 

 Salaries & benefits $ 4,979,661 

Property                      $ 300,151 

Food & Program        $ 202,761 

Office and admin       $ 170,831 

Prof. services              $ 143,377 

Specialized services   $ 112,214 
 

              

 

85% 

5% 

3% 

3% 

2% 

2% 

 

Service Statistics 
Fiscal Year April 1, 2005-March 31, 2006 

 
Program            Number of Children                         Number of Families/Adults 
Overnight Care   1723     1032 
Family Support and Crisis Care       240       166 
Family Resource Centre   7879     5217 
Young Parents In School (Clarke Rd)          20         17 
Second Stage Preschool       14         19 
Ontario Early Years Centre   2809     1977 
All Kids Belong (Jan1/05-Dec.1/05)     410       406 
 
Total:             13,095                   8834 
 
Supervised Access                  Visits             Exchanges 
London/Middlesex     750     1071 
Elgin     236       119 
Oxford     316         70 
 
Total:                 1302                  1260 
 
Note:  3364 family consultations were completed.  

 

Report From The Chair and Executive Director 
Our AGM is always a time of reflection, much satisfaction and some frustration.  At our last 
Strategic Planning Day, a few years ago, we reviewed our mission, our vision, and our 
values.  During that time the tag line, “London’s Family Support and Crisis Centre,” was 
created to convey quickly who we are and what we do.  It was a time of excitement and 
the anticipation of a future of supporting the families of London.  This Fall, we will once 
again participate in a Strategic Planning Exercise and will once again clarify the outcomes 
that we wish to achieve, select the broad strategies that will enable our organization to 
achieve these outcomes, and identify ways to measure our progress.  We have heard from 
our families and our community partners that they want us to continue what we are already 
doing.  We have spent much of this past year reviewing our programs and have come to 
realize that our part in the continuum of services can and does make a difference.  We 
thank our dedicated staff, management team, and community partners for supporting the 
work with the families within our community.  Our doors will continue to be open to the 
families in our community needing our services.  Our doors will continue to be open to our 
community partners seeking our support.  Our doors will continue to be open to the 
creativity of our staff and volunteers.  We hope that many of you will help us this Fall to 
reaffirm our place in the community so that those, entering or exiting our doors, will 
continue to say that Merrymount has made a difference in their lives. 

    Ailene Wittstein and Marcie Grail 
 



                    
          
           
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
           
 

Board of Directors 
 

Marcie Grail – President 
Cheryl Ritchie – Vice President 

Barry Tobin – Secretary/Treasurer 
Cathie Auger 

Joanne Beasley 
Mike Blewett 

Irene Buckland-Foster 
Ab Chahbar 

Rebecca Coulter 
Veronika Elsie 

Christine Holmes 
Chester Langille 

Donna Morgenroth 
Alan Nagas 
Patty Nordal 

Rizwana Ramzanali 
 

Executive Director 
Ailene Wittstein 

 
Administrative Assistant 

Kym Loos 
 

Senior Management 
Laura Dunlop-Dibbs 

Manager of Special Projects 
Richard Macgregor 

Manager of Business Services 
Tom Patterson 

Manager of Human Resources 
 

Supervisors 
Lynne Collins 
Jo Ann Dunn 
Deborah Gillis 
Della Morton 

Rosemary Nasswetter 
Michele Reid 

Virginia Rutledge 
Helen Sleaford 

 
Coordinators 
Audry Burnett 

Stacey Leighfield 
Susan McKane 

Lisa Sortun 
Wendy Tapp-Moore 

 
Foundation Staff 

Suzanne McDonald –Aziz 
Director of Development 

Trish Gergich 
Development Coordinator 

 
Merrymount Foundation Inc.  

Board of Directors 
 

Dave Curtis - President 
Peter Becher 

Irene Buckland-Foster 
Marcie Grail 

Angela Jonkhans 
Mike Lerner 

Cheryl Ritchie  
Barry Tobin 

Doug Weldon 
Bill Wood 

Cindy Wright 

 

Staff 
 

Yvette Aconito Traci Mainstone 
Janice Aldred  Patricia Mazariegos 
Lori Appleby  Sandi McAlpine 
Angela Balcom Heather McDowall 
Angelica Baldinelli Sylvia McGeein 
Stephen Baldinelli Kimberly McLeod 
Barbara Beath Patricia Meek 
Christy Beckhoff Marie Merrimen 
Marie Bergie  Diane Miller 
Jason Bertling Jonathon Mota 
Mary Jo Blackett Tanya Moynahan 
Deb Bloomfield Kathryn Mrkoci 
Amanda Bruyns Bob Mullins 
Jennifer Bull  Tina Murray 
Dara Casier  Geoffrey Murree 
Kelley Cates  Theresa Nicholson 
Angie Ceneviva Lori Nigh 
Yolanta Chajder Kathleen Nutt 
Jennifer Chebott Beth Ohagen 
Rosemary Ciccone Cheryle O’Hara 
Kelly Clark  Matthew Patterson 
Dina Collard  Violet Pilarski 
Erin Collicutt  Meredith Pirrie 
Colin Conforzi Marisela Ponce 
Maria Corrigan Keri Reid 
Tom Couchie  Melissa Riehl 
Sarah Coulter  Denise Riopelle 
Katrina Craig  Julie Ritchie 
Ranka Cvijanovic Paulina Rybka 
Dora Dawkins Rebecca Salton 
Lori Dean  Annette Schoelier 
Maria Del Vasto Tiffany Scott 
Amanda Derks Krishna Sengupta 
Susan Desrosiers Robert Shaw 
Geri Dibsdale  Kelley Singer-Abdo 
Lynn Donaldson Jennifer Smale 
Darlene Donaldson Cheryl Smids 
Alister Duncan Karen Smith 
Sandra Dunnen Jerry Smithers 
Gwen Dyson  Heather Soares 
Glen Everett  Marilyn Speed 
Tracy Faulkner Amanda Spoelstra 
Catherine Foote Lisa St. Marie 
Dara Francois Sherri Stevenson 
Linda Gates  Sandra Stewart 
Jennifer Graham Julie Sylva 
Leslie Green  Barbara Szczukowski 
Angela Grigg  Rebecca Tannahill 
Rose Hepburn Kevin Thompson 
Eileen Hodgins Rachael Thompson 
Teresa Janik  Joanna Todd 
Jenise Jarvis  Janice Topping 
Patti Johnston Rosemary Van Wieren 
Elisa Jones  Amanda Vezina 
Gloria-Jean King Maria Warren 
Karyn Kuratczyk Lise Weaver 
Kimberley Lamport Rebecca Webster 
Nancy Liabotis Sarah Wells 
Federico Lima Becky Wilfong 
Carolyn Little  Marlena Wojciechowska 
Teresa Liwosz Deana Zavitz 
Shawna Lockie 
Mario Lucci 
Lisa Lumley-Jackson 

Vision 

Merrymount will 
be a recognized 
and respected 
leader in the field 

Mission 
Merrymount is a caring 

organization committed to 
providing support and crisis 

care for children and families.  
We deliver responsive and 

innovative services and 
programs to strengthen 

children and their families in 
times of transition.  
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